THE:-AMERICAN:NUMISMATIC: SOCIETY 


Honors Eric P Newman 


Write things worth reading 
or Ao things worth the writing. 


Benjamin Franklin 


1706-1790 


Hear ye! Hear ye! On this important occasion honoring Eric P. Newman, his joyous 
Life and his Numismatic Works, be it known by all men and women he has followed 
Benjamin Franklin’s two-fold advice to the letter! Eric Newman’s numismatic works and 
deeds are legendary. An international numismatic authority, he has received three of the 
world’s most prestigious numismatic tributes — the American Numismatic Society's 
Huntington medal, the American Numismatic Association’s Farran Zerbe award, and the 
medal of the Royal Numismatic Society of Great Britain. 


Benjamin Franklin, who captured electricity with a kite and a key, may have sat, figura- 
tively, on the scholarly Newman shoulder as he solved the Good Samaritan shilling secret. 
But Eric Newman is a dynamo himself. He generates a unique brand of numismatic charge, 
exploration, challenge and excitement. For 62 years he has dedicated his fine mind to the 
science, through his collection with its historical and cultural significance, his meticulous 
research and discovery and his perfectionist writings, reflective of his engineering and law 
degrees. 


An ANS Benefactor, Councillor and Teacher, he chaired the United States Assay 
Commission, the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission’s Coins and Medals panel 
and participated in the drafting of the Hobby Protection Act. He founded the Eric P. 
Newman Numismatic Education Society and the Mercantile Money Museum in St. Louis. 
Eric Newman shares credit for his day in the numismatic thunder and lightening with his 
wife Evelyn. He adds “charming” and “talented” to B. Franklin’s description of idyllic riches 
that must include a “well-willed little wife.” Their daughter, Linda, son, Andrew, and five 
grandchildren enrich their lives, indeed! 


In deference to Benjamin Franklin, here are Eric Newman's major writings: 


Books: Coinage for Colonial Virginia (1956), The Secret of the Good Samaritan Shilling 
(1959), The Fantastic 1804 Dollar (with Kenneth Bressett, 1962), The Early Paper Money of 
America (1st ed. 1967, 4th ed. in press), and Studies on Money in Early America (Editor, with 
Richard G. Doty, 1976). 


Articles cover the range of American numismatics, a selection of which includes: Poor 
Richard’s Mottoes for Coins (1956), Additions to Coinage for Colonial Virginia (1962), 
Auctori Plebis - But with No Authority Whatsoever (1964), The James II 1/24th Real for 
the American Plantations (1964), Nature Printing on Colonial and Continental Currency 
(1964), Benjamin Franklin’s Numismatic Accomplishments (1973), American Circulation of 
English and Bungtown Halfpence (1976). 


Circulation of pre-U.S. Mint Copper Coins in Nineteenth Century America (1985), 
New York City Small Change Bills of 1814-1816 (1985), The Fantastic 1804 Dollar: 25th 
Anniversary Follow-up (1987), Were Counterfeit British Style Halfpence Dated 1785 Made 
Specifically for American Use? (1988), Heath’s Counterfeit Detectors: an Extraordinarily 
Successful Comedy of Errors (1991), Unusual Printing Features on Early American Paper 
Money (1992), The Promotion and Suppression of Hard Times Tokens (1995), The Dollar 
$ign: Its Written and Printed Origin (1995), A Restated Opinion on the Origin of the 1804 
Dollar and the 1804 Eagle Proofs (1995), New Thoughts on the Nova Constellatio Private 
Copper Coinage (1996). 
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